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telecommunications law and to empower a new generation of lawyers with
skills and knowledge in telecommunications law.

The project was conceived and developed in 2002, with valuable input from a
number of different persons and organisations. It was decided that several young
lawyers would be chosen on open application to contribute chapters to a book on
telecommunications law. This was done in early 2003. The authors developed a
book outline, chapter outlines and drafted chapters, under the guidance of a team
of advisors. A number of workshops were held with the authors, both on
substantive areas of teleccommunications law and on research and writing skills.

This book is not intended to be the definitive text on South African
telecommunications law. We do hope however that we have succeeded in
producing a much-needed reference book. We also hope that we have contributed
to the development of telecommunications lawyers.

We also hope that this project will continue and grow. We would like to publish
the contents of the book on a website and provide access to resource materials. We
also hope to provide chapter updates and new chapters, as appropriate. We
welcome any suggestions in this regard. We welcome also any comments on the
contents of this book and suggestions for improvement.

Finally, I would like to take this opportunity to thank some of those people
without whom this project could not have happened.

This book came out of two ideas — to write a reference book on

* The other members of the advisory team, Advocate Patric Mtshaulana, Ms
Yasmin Carrim and Ms Pippa Reyburn.

* The project accountant, Ms Nerine Butler of Douglas & Velcich Chartered
Accountants, with special thanks to Ms Butler for invaluable administrative
and editing assistance as well.
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* Ms Kim Morgan, for helping to administer the project.

* The International Development Research Centre (IDRC), with special thanks
for encouragement, support and advice from Ms Heloise Emdon.

* Those who presented at workshops, Ms Carrim, Mr Mike Brierley, Mr Brian
Adams and Mr John Linnegar. Thanks also to Mobile Telephone Networks
(Pty) Ltd and MTN Network Solutions (Pty) Ltd for hosting such workshops.

* The Hivemind Network hosted by the Future Foundation Management CC
for hosting a list serve on behalf of the project, with a special thanks to Mr
Anthony Brooks.

* To Mr Mike Brierley for his invaluable chapter on telecommunications
technology. :

* To Mr James Hodge and Mr Keith Weeks for their invaluable chapter on
telecommunications economics.

* To Mr John Linnegar and Ms Kerron Edmunson for editing assistance.

* The publishers, STE Publishers (Pty) Ltd.

Lastly, I would like to thank the authors for their participation in the project.
I wish them all well in their careers.

Lisa Thornton
Director, Lisa Thornton Inc



